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%/// We will observe Consecration Sunday during worship on November 15, 2009. This is
W'Y/, an opportunity for each of us to fill out a commitment card stating our intent to support
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We will observe Childrends Sabbath
ing worship. Chil drenbs Sabbath is
their role in providing a safe, nurturing environment for all children. Created
and sponsored by the Childrends Def €
Badhai congregations participate in

CHURCH CONFERENCE

@@1@% Our annual church conference, at which we review and celebrate the life of our
@?Q/\\]’% congregation, is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. We will also
& 'l."]' |/ @ elect leadership for the coming year, remember those who have entered the
© = ® chureh triumphant, and consider other issues essential to the life of the congrega-
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1= @ tion. All are invited to come and participate in this annual event.
ANCHORED IN PEACE L, 3!1).430 35.%$!9
ARCHORED ol We will again be join- We will observe

~F » ing with other congre-

f‘ ’ gations in Northwest
o IN#M. Dayton to pray and
e work for peace in our
m‘f‘ community. On Sun-
day, November 22, from 12:00 to 2:00
p.m. each congregation will again open and light candles for all those
our doors to the community, asking them , whom we would remember as
to join us in prayer and action. Please o part of the cloud of witnesses that
watch the bulletins for more specific in- | surround us. Please join us for this special occasion
formation about our activities at Fairview. | in the life of the church.

day on November 1, during our
11:00 a.m. worship. District Su-
perintendent Chris Heckaman will
be with us that morning. We will
read the names of those who
have died since last November,
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FREE LEGAL CLINIC DAY TRIPPERS LUNCHEON

=/,
he free legal clinic is Day Trippers will not meet for (@D
> /scheduled for Satur- | the month of November. If you N v
day, November 14, | nave any questions or concerns

|from 10100 am.d | please contact Bill Russell at 837-8483.

- “= 112:00 noon. Anyone

@ W|th_ a legal proble_m, 7/ 23 ( ) 0 3 %26 ) #H

remind them to bring

ToDA any papers with them. If |t you are interested in a DVD ' N
you are willing to help | oony of nast worship services, ’-.
by greeting or preparing

refreshments, please contact Rev. David please let Cheryl know. Al L -
Wiechel or the church office. DVD orders may be placed on

Sunday and picked up from the Ushers the

following Sunday. Please do not take cop-

PRAYER TEAMS FOR NOVEMBER ' ¢S Pelonging to ot
free; please request your copy by filling out
November 1  Nathan & Kim Messer the pink slips provided by the Ushers.
November 8  Ed & Pam Rapp FINANCIAL UPDATE
November 15 Richard & Kathy Schaefer ‘ September 2009 Financial Update
. : 2009 2008
November 22 Vicky Wentling l\??\ A LOOK
BUDGET Year to Date Year to Date
November 29 Norma Schoening 5*\*»1 7 | Income 101,408 224,784
Expenses 199,169 227,244
WORLD COMMUNITY DAY Shortfal (7.761)  (2:460)
World Community day, sponsored by Church Women United in Greater
< \ Dayton, will be Fri. Nov. 6, 11 am Luncheon followed by a Prayer Service at
N a\“\ "Nfg St Luke Baptist Church, 2262 N. Gettysburg Ave. World Community Day
$ focuses on justice and peace in the global society. This year the theme
%P% APiecing Earth Togethero | ooks at
tion. The program provides an opportunity to reflect on the gifts God be-
stowed on the world at the time of creation, and also to reflect on how we have used and
misused these gifts. We believe that women have unique abilities in working together to
make good things happen. Using the examp
how women can accomplish more together than they can individually. Let us see ho much
we can accomplish together to APiece Eart

vations to the attend luncheon and prayer service on November 6, call Kathy Farmer at 837-

Y0

her

0069 or Kathy Zamonski at 298-4255.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

The psal mi st announces that those wh
pl anted by streams of water. o0 (Ps. 1
. ple of Israel are an unfruitful vineyard. (Isaiah 5) Jesus says the kingdom of
God is like a mustard seed, the smallest of seeds, that grows into a mighty
shrub that becomes a tree providing shelter for birds. (Mt. 13:31) On a recent
visit to Arizona, | learned something new about the saguaro cactus that domi-
nate the landscape of the Sonoran Desert, and wonder if we might not learn
- from a parable of the saguaro.

Saguaros may grow 40-60 feet tall, develop as many as 25 arms, and have a
B life span of 150-200 years. Arms do not develop until the plant is 50-75 years
B old, so those with many arms are quite old. If a saguaro is in the path of devel-

pment, it must be moved rather than destroyed. To do so requires digging out
a twelve-inch deep root, preparing a twelve-inch deep hole in the place where
the cactus will be placed, and transporting the plant from one place to the other wrapped in a blanket! How
much easier than trying to transplant a 40-foot oak or maple tree!

The saguaro is a plant that is absolutely dependent upon rainfall which it stores up, rather than upon water
from the earth. In addition to its main root, the saguaro develops a system of shallow roots that radiate out
from the plant as far as the plant is tall to provide stability. Birds, such as the gila woodpeckers, purple
martins and house finches nest in saguaros, and make new holes each season leaving their previous
homes available for other animals to use for shelter. When a saguaro dies, its woody spines may be used
for construction, a common practice among Native Americans.

What lessons might the church learn from the saguaros? Saguaros are dependent upon rainfall for mois-
ture, and sun to prevent freezing. The church is dependent upon the living waters of baptism and the light
provided by the Son for our life. When we neglect our use of those sources of life, we are not fruitful and
we do not thrive.

Evenin maturity i per haps e v einsagianok are eagjyemovable. When the church becomes im-
movabl e, claiming webre too old to change, as i f
do not thrive.

Saguaros have shallow roots that radiate out as wide as they are tall which provide stability. Churches that
dondét reach out into the community and into the
ward-focused, they are at risk of being blown away in the fierce storms of controversy or challenge.

Saguaros provide shelter for birds, insects and other desert animals. When churches or congregations do
not provide shelter for vulnerable people, when they are not hospitable, not only do those others suffer, but
the church is not fruitful, and does not thrive.

Saguaros provide something of value in their demise. When churches or congregations, through their own
actions or through circumstances beyond their col

usef ul in Godds commonwealth. Their woody skele

God is doing.

Jesus told his disciples to |Ilook at the fig tree,
Peace,

Pastor Barbara
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FORGIVENESS AT FAIRVIEW CHURCH

' ‘Ti“ | wish to sincerely thank four dedicated church leaders for sharing their
S & vision of Af orgivenesso. Througl
us to better understand its immense practical benefits.

All through the month of October, Pastor Barbara focused on the single
theme of forgiveness at Renewal Hour. She combined hymns, Bible study, prayer, and re-

flection to |l ead us closer to a scriptural
Deacon Cecelia Long conducted a Second Mil
i ng helpful video presentations and part.i

ences to gain better understanding of what

Mr s . Judy Gebhart teaches the Open Door C
guidesfromWhat 6 s So Amazi nagguideliscussionSthatinckided reflection
and sharing of personal experiences.

Dr . Kat hy Far mer preached the sermon AJus
Sept 27. Forgiveness, freely given, depends on the giver, not the merit of those to whom
I tds given. The way to show we accept Gag
other.

fForbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye." The Holy Bible : King James Version. Colos-
sians 3:13

- Igor Golovcsenko

PANTRY UPDATES

A Because of the closing of the Northwest Clearing House, and increasing
ﬁ““ joblessness in our neighborhood, our pantry is experiencing more clients
- and greater needs. We appreciate those who give faithfully to this life-

saving ministry, and hope that we will be able to continue to meet the
needs of our neighbors. The most economical way to provide staples for
our pantry is through the Foodbank, which charges only $.17 for each
pound of food we receive. However, the Foodbank does not always have

s everything we need, so our savvy shoppers look for bargains at local
stores. Pl ease mark any financi a
lope.

As the holidays approach, we would appreciate help with some of the extras that make holidays
special, such as cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, Jiffy cornbread mix, macaroni and cheese, Glory
products (greens), sweet potatoes, instant mashed potatoes and pumpkin pie fixings.
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UMW CELEBRATED HISTORIC EVENT

On Sunday October 18th, Fairview United Methodist Women (UMW) hosted a gathering of ap-

proximately 47 women from New Hope and Riverdale Lutheran congregations. This gathering
celebrated the historical recognition that North Lutheran & United Methodist churches are now

united in communion with each other.

Our Sunday evening celebration of communion started with fellowship and light supper of salads,
sandwiches and great home made cookies! Pastor Monte Stevens, pastor of North Riverdale Lu-
theran, offered an interesting and often humorous discussion of the historal background which cu-
luminated in this partial theological ‘'marriage’ between the two denominations. Pastors Monte and
Barbara offered communion to the gathering equally represented by all three congregations.

We hope the future years can bring more union between our church efforts to withess and com-
munion in Christian love. Praise the Lord for this wonderful occasion and thanks to all the UMW
women working behind the scenes in gathering the delightful food and creating a welcoming at-
mosphere for this joyous occasion!  -Judy G.

Photos courtesy of Elaine Umstead & Judy Golovcsenko:

Fellowship Hall at Fairview United Methodist Church: host location of joint fellowship
meal and communion service October 18
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