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In response to the devastating earthquake in Haiti earlier this month, our con-

gregation has generously poured out prayers and support through more than 
$4000 in contributions and over 50 health kits.  We will continue to receive 
offerings for the ongoing rebuilding that must follow the immediate relief that 
is still needed.  Please make checks out to Fairview UMC, marked for Haiti.   

The United Methodist Church grieves the deaths of Rev. Sam Dixon and Rev. Clinton Rabb 
in Haiti.  Rev Dixon was the chief executive of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) and Rev. Rabb was the leader of UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers in Mission).  
The men were in Haiti to discuss ways to assist the impoverished nation.  UMCOR receives 
an A+ from the American Institute of Philanthropy and a four-star rating from Charity Navi-
gator, and 100% of donations go to the projects for which they are designated.  In coopera-
tion with other church-related agencies, UMCOR is distributing food, water, health kits and 
other emergency items.  Volunteer work teams will be sent to Haiti as soon as it is feasible. 

 HAITI UPDATE 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

Joy Circle will be holding a 

bake sale following worship 
in Sunday, February 14 to 
benefit mission work.  Buy 
some sweets for your 
ñsweetiesò and support the 

ministry of United Methodist Women. 

The Trustees invite eve-

ryone to participate in 

their Winter Work Day 

Saturday, January 30 

from 8:30 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. (Lunch pro-

vided).  All work will be indoors, and there 

are projects for various skills and abilities.  

Come and join us!  

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 17, with the observance of Ash Wednes-

day, the day when we reflect upon human mortality and sin through the imposi-
tion of ashes.  Our service will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Narthex.  Lent is a 40 
day season of penitence as we journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem and the 

cross.  Because Sundays are always a day of resurrection in the Christian tradition, they 
do not ñcountò as part of the forty day period.  Christians are encouraged to ñobserve a 
holy Lent: by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by 
reading and meditating on Godôs Holy Word.ò (United Methodist Book of Worship, p. 322)   

  

WINTER WORK DAY 
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February 7           

Dick & Kathy     

Schaefer 

February 14       

Vicky Wentling 

February 21        

Pam Hounshell 

February 28           

Sara Dinneen 

PRAYER TEAMS FOR  FEBRUARY 

The free legal clinic is 

scheduled for Satur-
day, February 13, 
from 10:00 a.m. ð
12:00 noon.   Anyone 
with a legal problem, 
remind them to bring 
any papers with them. If 
you are willing to help 
by greeting or preparing 

refreshments, please contact Rev. David 
Wiechel or the church office. 

FREE LEGAL CLINIC 

The United Methodist Women will 

sponsor a Spring Fair on Sunday, April 
25, following worship.  Dinner, crafts, 
plants, a silent auction and baked goods 
will be available for purchase.   
 

The 2010 Treasure Sale is scheduled 

for Saturday, August 7.  As you do your 
spring cleaning, save your treasures for 
the UMW.  Further information about do-

nations will be available later in the year. 

SAVE THE DATES 

Mr. Bill Fisher, a trustee of the United Methodist Childrenôs 

Home in Worthington, Ohio, spoke to our congregation on United 
Methodist Women Sunday in December.  We learned of the im-
portant work the UMCH is doing for children and families 

throughout the state of Ohio, and of the need for continued support from congrega-
tions.  ñFive on the Fifthò is a request for $5.00 on every fifth Sunday (four throughout 
2010) for each person worshiping that day.  If you would like to participate in this 
campaign, please mark your envelope UMCH, and we will forward our contributions.  
January 31 is the first ñfifthò for 2010.   

FIVE ON THE FIFTH 

Sandra Ellis , 11403 Encore Dr., Silver 

Spring, Maryland 20901.  Telephone 

number is (301)593-1447 and cell num-

ber is (937)554-1520. 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 
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A NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES 

FAIRVIEW COLUMNS  

THANK YOU 

YF LASAGNA DINNER 

Building Security  

Every Sunday, one of the Trustees 
is responsible for securing the 
building after services.  

This includes energy checks 
(lights, heat etc) and locking 
doors. Once any door has been 
locked, you can exit the building but should not 
be able to re-enter.  Please take a moment to 
check  any door  you exit  to make sure it has 

closed and locked securely behind you.       

Bless you and the people of Fair-

view United Methodist  Church for 

you faithfulness in contributing 

100% of your 2009 conference apportion-

ments.  You feed the hungry, clothed the na-

ked, sheltered the homeless, and visited the 

prisoners. (Matt 25:31ff)  You put hands and 

feet to the Gospel of Jesus Christ across Ohio 

and around the world.  Thank you for your love 

that casts our fear amid a recession.  May the 

Lord continue to bless your ministry. ~A. 

Stanley Sutton, Conference Treasurer  

The family of 

Wayne Barr deeply 
appreciates all of the 
c a r d s ,  c a r i n g 
thoughts and prayers 
during Wayne's long illness.  The lunch-
eon following Wayne's service was a great 
blessing to our family and friends.  we are 
grateful for Pastor Barbaraôs pastoral care 
during Wayneôs illness and for her great 
help with his service.  We are truly thank-
ful for all our Fairview friends who sup-
ported our family in many ways during our 
time of loss and sorrow. ~June Barr  

 

I would like to 

thank you for 
your concern 
for my father 
over the past 
year.  Thank 

you for the hospital visits and for your en-
couraging word to my sister, brother and I 
on the night of the viewing.  Dad appreci-
ated the reverence exhibited in your wor-
ship services as well as the  timeless mes-
sage of traditional hymns.  Your congrega-
tion was so kind to Dad when we had the 
90th birthday card shower for him last 
January.  Many sent cards who barely 
knew Dad.  May God bless you and your 
congregation as you serve our precious 
Savior. 

Gratefully, 

Sandy Livingston Mobley, daughter of 
the late George & Rita F. Livingston. 

The YF invites us to ñeat inò 

Sunday, January 30, at their la-
sagna dinner immediately fol-
lowing worship.  The menu in-
cludes lasagna, salad, bread, 

desserts and beverages.  Gluten-free and vege-
tarian options will be available.  Donations will 
be accepted to support the YF winter retreat.  
Please join us for food and table fellowship. 

THANK YOU continue 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

The Church Council will meet Tuesday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m. in Brewbaker Library.  

Elected members of the Council include the following: 
 
Chair     Dick Schaefer 
Secretary    Barbara Rowlands  
Lay Leader    Nancy Rohrer 
Chair, SPRC   Ed Rapp 
Chair, Finance   Jerry Gribler 
Financial Secretary  Larry Gebhart 
Church Treasurer   Fred Poland 
Superintendent, SS  Mary Beth Wyss 
President, UMW   Kathy Farmer 
President, YF   ðððððð 
Rep., Board of Trustees  Doug Kneisly 
Youth Council Rep.  Cecelia Long 
Director of Music   Barbara Gribler 
Senior Care    Sheila Crane 
Lay Member, Annual Conf., Amanda Grear 
Church Historian   Earl Bowser/Larry Gebhart 
Childrenôs Coordinator  Jan Mains 
Family Life Coordinator  Debbie Gracey 
Worship and Nurture   
 Altar Guild     Kelly Wentling 
 Communion Stewards   Esther Weglage 
 Prayer Teams    Sarah Dinneen 
 Wedding Coordinators   Barbara & Jerry Gribler 
 Hospitality     Dave & Alice Clark 
Outreach and Community Ministries 

 Christmas Store    Bertha Messer 
 Fairview Elementary Partnership Pam Hounshell 
 Food Pantry     Vicky Wentling/Barbara Rowlands/Jan  
       Patterson 
 Legal Clinic     Rev. David Wiechel 
 Justice Ministries    Igor Golovcsenko  
 
All members of the congregation are welcome to attend and participate in council meet-
ings. 
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Earlier this month, I attended the North Central Jurisdiction Ur-

ban/Town and Country Network training event in East St. Louis, 
Illinois.  We worshiped, learned and heard stories of ministries that 
are transforming lives and communities.  One afternoon, we 
toured the area to see the facilities of the Lessie Bates Davis 
Community Neighborhood.  In existence for over 100 years, the 
community operates a food pantry, child care center, youth pro-
grams, job training, parent education, builds affordable homes for 
selected families, and many other opportunities for people in the 
area.  As we drove through the area, I was struck by how much 
East St. Louis resembles Dayton.  We saw abandoned factories, 
boarded up retail stores, vacant homes, empty lots, sub-standard 
apartment buildings, and churches that are no longer used for 
worship.  But we also saw signs of hope:  new schools, churches, 

often non-denominational and quite small, and the commitment of the staff and volunteers 
who serve at Lessie Bates. 

 Out of Vote Dayton, an organization which began to operate in our community in 
2006, thirty-some faith communities and other organizations are creating a new commu-
nity organizing effort.  The Dayton effort is affiliated with the Industrial Areas Foundation, 
founded by Saul Alinsky in 1939 in Chicago, Illinois.  Over the course of the next three 
months, house meetings of 8-15 persons will be held to listen to the concerns of our com-
munity, as we ponder the question, ñIf Governor Strickland was here today, what is the 
one thing you would ask of him to help improve the Greater Dayton area and most impor-
tantly ï why?ò  Out of these conversations, issues will be selected, research will be done, 
and in September, elected leaders and candidates for office will be invited to partner with 
the Dayton community to take action that will bring hope to our area. 

 When Jesus was invited to read scripture at the synagogue in Nazareth, his text 
was, ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favor.ò  As the 
body of Christ in the world, it is still our responsibility to fulfill that scripture.  We do that 
through our food pantry, the legal clinic, the Christmas store, our contributions to relief ef-
forts in Haiti, our Fairview/Fairview partnership and many other efforts.  We also fulfill this 
scripture by holding our elected and appointed leaders, as well as our corporate citizens, 
accountable to the values and needs of our neighbors.  I encourage you to attend a house 
meeting, to share your concerns for the Dayton area, and to build relationships with our 
neighbors ï for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   

Pastor Barbara 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR  


